CHAPTER II

THREE HOUSEHOLDS: PUTNEY, IIINCII ING-BROOKE, HUNTINGDON

(1495-1599)

I would rclatu

How vanquished Mithridutew northward paHHod, And, hidden in a cloud of yours, becamo Odin, fcho Father of a race by whom Perished the Koman Kmpiro.

WORDSWOKTU, The.

IN the early years of the sixteenth century the village of Putney on the Thames was a thriving place. It was part of the great manor of Wimbledon, an estate of the see of Canterbury, and consisted of a cluster of houses round a church by the riverside, and a street which straggled southward towards a breezy common. It possessed a fishery dating from Saxon times, and a not less ancient ferry to Fulham on the northern shore. Travellers and merchandise bound for west Surrey from the capital were landed there to continue the journey by road, so the place had the prosperous bustle of a little port.

In those years, as in all England, its population was changing its character. New industries were beginning and new folk were arriving. Two households especially had settled there and given the older inhabitants much food for talk. A family of Ap William, small squires in Glamorgan, had done some service to Henry VII in Ms bid for the throne, and like many of their countrymen they followed the Tudor to court and were rewarded with copyhold grants in the neighbourhood of London. They were people of a modest substance and had a
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